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Overview

• Evolution from Old Growth Protection to 
Biodiversity Conservation.

• Approved in April 2005.

• DNR’s goal: Establish a network of 
representative natural communities that 
contribute to functioning ecosystems on a 
portion of DNR administered lands across the 
State. 

• Biodiversity Stewardship Areas (BSA). 
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Conservation Network

• Ecosystem Representation

• Functionality

• Quality and Condition 



Ecosystem Representation

A principle referring to the capture of the full 
spectrum of biological and environmental 
variation within a network of reserves.



Refers to the degree to which the natural communities are 
represented in functional landscapes. 

Will be based upon geographic range of communities, 
where they occur or have the potential to occur 
(Restricted, Limited, Widespread).

Landscape patch type/s of the community (Small Patch, 
Large Patch, Matrix).

Community variation, some natural communities vary more 
than others over their geographic range.

Ecosystem Representation in 
the BCPP



Geographic Distribution of 
Exemplary Prairie Fens

Limited geographic distribution in 
only four sub-sections



Geographic Distribution 
of Exemplary Mesic 
Northern Forest 
(Northern Hardwoods)

Widespread geographic distribution



Functionality

The ability of a conservation area to maintain 
healthy, viable species, and ecological 
processes over the long term (100+ years), 
including the ability to respond to natural or 
human caused environmental change.



Functionality in the BCPP focuses on the status of ecological 
processes important to community persistence and social and 
economic pressures within the landscape. 

Both site specific assessments of community composition 
and landscape level assessments will be required.

Patch size, connectivity, quality of the surrounding matrix.

Development pressures, recreational, timber, and wildlife 
management desires.

Functionality of Communities in 
the BCPP



Quality and Condition

Focuses on the species within the community

Emphasis will be given to the rare and unique 
elements of Michigan’s native flora and fauna.  
Rare and unique species, species associations, 
and communities that contribute 
disproportionately to the biodiversity of the State. 



Current Status

• Statewide Biodiversity Team is working on the 
implementation.
– Getting resources dedicated.
– Defining public input at each step of the process.
– Refining definitions so field based selection of sites is 

consistent.

• Many of the projects you will hear about today 
have important links to the success of the DNR 
in managing the State’s Biodiversity.
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